Winwick Parish Council
NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF AUDIT
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2018
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1.

The audit of accounts for Winwick Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2018
has been completed and the accounts have been published.

2.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for inspection by any
local government elector of the area of Winwick Parish Council on application to:
________Julian Joinson________________________________
________Clerk to Winwick Parish Council__________________
________C/o Winwick Leisure Centre ____________________
________Myddleton Lane_______________________________
Winwick
Warrington
WA2 8LQ

________Between the hours of 10am and 5pm weekdays_____
________(excluding Bank Holidays)_______________________

3.

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of 50p for each copy of the Annual
Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by:

______Julian Joinson_________

Date of announcement:

______10 April 2019___ _____
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUTNS 2017/18
NARRATIVE STATEMENT (NON–STATUTORY)
Introduction to Winwick Parish Council
Winwick Parish Council lies in the northern quadrant of the Borough of Warrington
and is centred around the village of Winwick, but includes the hamlet of Hermitage
Green and land to the south of the M62 comprising green space at Peel Hall, Radley
Common and Houghton Green, as well as the industrial site at Winwick Quay and
the northern portion of the estate which includes part of Grasmere Avenue and
Greenwood Crescent. The Council owns and operates Winwick Community and
Leisure Centre and the associated playing fields off Myddleton Lane. It also owns
the land at John Parr Meadow and Radley Wood as well as Swan Green and has
responsibility for maintaining Radley Common.
The Council is a first tier local government body, comprising 10 elected councillors
and a small number of paid employees, mostly part-time staff. Its role is to act as a
democratically elected and accountable organisation for taking community action
and a forum for public engagement within the secular Parish of Winwick. Its
priorities for 2016-20 include stabilising the finances of the Leisure Centre, improving
traffic management and providing a Parish-wide litter picking service.
Financial Performance
Overall the Council strives to achieve a balanced budget. The Council had a
turnover in 2017/18 of over £280k of which £114k was raised from local taxation
generated by the Parish Precept and some £166k was from receipts generated by
the operation of the Leisure Centre. Expenditure for the year was £274k, which
provided a small surplus of £6k, not including balances from the previous year. The
principal issue for the Council is that the Leisure Centre is not self-sustaining and
requires a medium-sized investment from the Parish Precept in order to continue to
operate. 2017/18 also saw an unforeseen problem in relation to an organised
fireworks event, leading to unexpected losses during the period of around £3.4k,
which further impacted on the Leisure Centre’s overall profitability.
A priority for the Council is to bring the operation of the Centre back into profit, to
free up Parish Precept monies to spend on other local services.
Capital Assets
Councils fixed assets which mostly relate to the ownership of land and the Leisure
Centre building are in the region of £1M.
Cashflow
The Parish had sufficient cash to meet its day to day needs in 2017/18 with net
current assets of £9,195. That was an improvement on the position in the previous
year, 2016/17, Which recorded a surplus of £3,055.
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Approval of Accounts
2017/18 was a challenging year for the Council in producing its draft statement of
accounts, due to the departure of a long-serving Responsible Finance Officer (RFO)
on 10 February 2018 and the appointment of a replacement. The Council has
previously had no in-house accounting package, since it relies on the software used
by the individual employees undertaking the RFO role. Accordingly, it proved difficult
to integrate figures from the accounts prior to and after that changeover date, which
occurred at a critical time in the timetable for the closure of accounts. In addition, a
priority for the incoming RFO was to oversee the introduction of the Xero financial
system within the Leisure Centre, to provide improved financial management and
accounting. Other financial procedures within the Leisure Centre were also
strengthened at this time.
Those factors led to the formal draft statement of accounts being finalised in October
2018, after the normal statutory period for the public inspection of the accounts and
other documents. Subsequently, the unaudited accounts were submitted for external
audit. However, the date for publication of the final audited accounts of 30
September 2018 could not be met. A public notice to this effect was published on 25
October 2018. The final audited accounts were submitted to Council on 26 March
2019 and are published herewith. The issues identified in the External Auditors
Report and Certificate have been reported to the Council and will be addressed.
Future Pressures
The Leisure Centre performance remains a high priority for the Council. Improved
financial monitoring systems are now in place and its true operating costs, including
staffing, can now be identified separately from the wider Parish Council finances.
The market conditions in the pub/leisure sector remain somewhat challenging. It is
anticipated that the Centre will make a loss of around £30k in 2018/19, which will be
underwritten by the Parish Council. The Management Committee and Management
Team are working hard to ensure that the position is stabilised and improved for
future years, to ensure that the Centre can continue to serve the community in a
sustainable way.
Conclusion
Notwithstanding some difficult circumstances in 2017/18, the Parish Council’s
financial performance can demonstrate economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the
use of its resources. The Council will be in a position to operate a balanced budget
in the medium term.

Julian Joinson
Clerk to Winwick Parish Council
10 April 2019
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