
 

WINWICK                   PARISH 
Best Kept Village                               COUNCIL 
in Cheshire – 2000 
                                                                   Clerk to the Council:  
C/o Winwick Leisure Centre                              Julian Joinson 
Myddleton Lane                          Tel: 07818 066549 
Winwick                                      Email: jjoinson.winwickclerk@outlook.com 
Warrington                                                          Web site: www.winwickparishcouncil.org.uk 
WA2 8LQ 
 
11 December 2020 
 
To: All Members of Winwick Parish Council  
 
Dear Councillor  
 
A Special Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday, 17 December 2020 at 
7.30 pm.  The meeting will be a virtual meeting held using the Zoom meeting and 
conference platform and joining instructions will be sent to councillors under separate 
cover. 
 
Members of the public may view the meeting on You Tube using the following link:- 
 
https://youtu.be/WD54iUb55mM 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Julian Joinson  
Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for Absence  

 
2. Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest  

 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any disclosable pecuniary 
or non pecuniary interest which they have in any item of business on the agenda no 
later than when the item is reached.  
 
The Clerk is available prior to the meeting to give advice and/or to receive details of 
the interest and the item to which it relates.  
 
Declarations are a personal matter for each Member to decide. The Clerk can 
advise on the Code and its interpretation, but the decision to declare, or not, is the 
responsibility of the individual Member based on the particular circumstances.  
 

3. Draft Budget 2021/22 and Parish Precept 2021/22 
 
To consider the draft Budget and Parish Precept for 2021/22. 
 
The Council Tax Base set by Warrington Borough Council for the Parish of Winwick 
for 2021/22 is 1,720.  This means that for every £1 of Council Tax paid by a Band D 
property, the Parish Council will raise £1,720.  In other words, every £10,000 
requirement for the Parish Precept will cost a Band D property £5.82. 
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The report provided by the Council’s Responsible Finance Officer to the Council on 
24 November 2020 is attached (Appendix 1). 
 

4. Recommendation of a Local Auditor -  AGAR 2019/20 
 
The local (external) auditor, on 27 November 2020, issued a recommendation 
under Paragraph 2(2) of Schedule 7 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
as follows:- 
 

The smaller authority should submit the approved Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return or Certificate of Exemption (if appropriate) for the 
year ended 31 March 2020 for our review within 7 days of the public 
meeting required as a result of this recommendation. 

 
The Council is required to convene a meeting to consider this recommendation 
within one month of the day that it was sent to the authority and to publicise the 
meeting and the recommendation.  The meeting on 17 December meets this 
requirement and a suitable notice was published on 9 December 2020 (Appendix 
2). 
 
At the meeting the Council is required to decide if the recommendation is to be 
accepted, and what, if any, action to take in response to it. 
 
As soon as practicable after making the decisions above the Council must notify the 
auditor of those decisions and publish a notice approved by the auditor which 
contains a summary of those decisions. 
 
The main AGAR documents have already been submitted, subject to completion of 
the internal audit, and some supporting documentation has also been requested. 
 

5. Interim External Auditor Report – AGAR 2019/20 
 
The local auditor, on 30 November 2020, issued an interim external auditor report, 
a copy of which is enclosed (part of Appendix 4).  The Council must consider the 
report and decide what, if any, action is required. 
 
The letter also requests the Council to publish a Notice of Audit and Sections 1, 2 
and 3 of the Accountability and Governance Return (AGAR) before 30 November 
2020.  The Clerk can confirm that the Notice of Audit (Appendix 3) was published 
on 27 August 2020, following approval of the unaudited accounts at the Special 
Council meeting held on 25 August 2020, along with Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR.  
Section 3 of the AGAR (Appendix 4) was published on the Council’s website on 10 
December 2020.  Section 3 (the interim external auditor report) has only just been 
received and highlights that the original submission of AGAR documents made 
before 30 November was not, in fact, received by the external auditors. 
 
A discrepancy between the balance sheet for the Parish accounts (Appendix 5) and 
Section 2 of the AGAR noted at the meeting in August, in the sum of £4,644, has 
now been investigated.  Officers have identified a transcription error in Section 2 of 
the AGAR for 2018/19 (Appendix 6), which had inadvertently been carried forward 
into 2019/20.  A revised Section 2 for 2019/20 has now been produced (Appendix 
7) which corrects this error.  Section 2 now fully matches the balance sheet 
provided to the Council in August (subject to rounding of figures to the nearest £1). 
 
The revised Section 2 Accounting Statements for 2019/20 will need to be 
considered and, if approved, signed at the meeting and forwarded to the auditors. 
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Precept models and recommendations to Winwick Parish Council Full Council 
meeting 24th November 2020 

1) Basic premise of Leisure centre model

Leisure centre figures

The income streams noted for the 21/22 budgets are based on the
following premise:

The first six months at the average income we have been seeing in
August and September.

The next six months at the above projections x1.5 to allow for a
steady increase following lockdown end.

Should restrictions be reduced significantly enough before
September next year that the bar and room hire income is higher
than projected this will only reduce the potential loss on the year as
long as we are sensible with our direct costs.

All overheads set at expected levels for full opening.

2) Parish figures

General notes

I have separated out on this sheet the litter picker costs and the
vehicle rental for the litter picker to show the split of costs more
accurately. I am currently reviewing the costs for the vehicle rental
and will adjust figures dependant on the outcome.

The pension figure has increased as following the relaxation of the
covid restrictions I plan to opt into the pension scheme. I have also
included a 3% increase to the Clerk and Finance officer posts to allow
for if Councillors wish to make an increase in the new financial year.
As far as I am aware our Clerk did not request a pay rise this year so
thought it best to make provision in case it was required.

Appendix 1
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As agreed there is a budget for £7k for the Peel Hall planning 
objections. 
 

Models for discussion and decision 

 
a) Balanced model at the current precept (due to the revised tax 

base this would see a 26p per household uplift) 
 
This sees the cutting of the following services: 
 
Litter picker and associated vehicle hire 
Traffic management scheme 
 
And sees a reduction in the budget for: 
 
Playground maintenance 
 

b) October meeting budgets less the activities survey 
 
This incurs a 17.5% increase which equates to approximately 
£11.67 per household, which had we increased the precept by £4 
per household for the last three years would put us on track. 
 
This model protects the litter picking service, the traffic 
management service and still allows for Peel Hall defence.  
 

c) October total budget including the activities budget 
 
This would incur a 31% increase which equates to approximately 
£20.48 per household, which at the current point in time is an 
excessive increase. I am also aware from the October meeting that 
the activities survey was not particularly popular with Councillors 
at this juncture. 
 
I would suggest that (Covid measures allowing) we look to work to 
reduce the losses on the centre to allow for monies to be put 
aside for the activities survey at a later date. This would be a good 

Appendix 1
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way of the centre putting back into the community that has 
supported it through some rough years. 
 

Recommendation 

 

I would recommend to Parish Councillors that we opt for option B above 
as whilst Parishioners may not be happy in the short term with the 
increase, I feel long term it would be more detrimental to take services 
away from the Parish. 

 

Summary table of increases below for reference: 

 

 
Maintained 
(old base) 

Maintained 
(new base) 17.50% 31% 

Precept per household £64.94 £65.20 £76.61 £85.42 
Per household uplift £0.00 £0.26 £11.67 £20.48 
Precept (total at new 

base) £111,695.00 £112,150.00 £131,776.25 £146,916.50 

 

Appendix 1
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30/09/2020 Factored 21/22

Income
210 Room hire income £1,985.33 £23,823.96 £24,000.00
225 Buffet sales income £100.00 £1,200.00 £1,200.00
Entertainer - parties £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Projector/ white board hire £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Field income £240.00 £4,380.00 upper valuelower value average
230 Bar sales income £4,668.47 £56,021.64 £70,027.05 4668.47 7002.705 1750.676 £1,167.12 £1,346.67
231 Bar snacks income £300.92 £3,611.04 £4,513.80 300.92 451.38 112.845 £75.23 £86.80
232 Soft drinks income £853.74 £10,244.88 £12,806.10 853.74 1280.61 320.1525 £213.44 £246.27
Bar tea and coffee £323.43 £3,881.16 £4,851.45 323.43 485.145 121.2863 £80.86 £93.30
260 Ticket sales income (Events) £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 2304.96 1536.64 1773.0462
275 Machine income £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Total Income £8,471.89 £98,782.68 £121,778.40

Less Cost of Sales
bar snacks expenditure £129.14 £1,549.68 £1,937.10
Beverage supplies (Coffee, milk etc) £225.37 £2,704.44 £2,704.44
Drink purchases (and other bar items) £2,177.23 £26,126.76 £32,658.45
soft drinks expenditure £353.42 £4,241.04 £5,301.30
Food costs / buffet costs £90.00 £1,080.00 £1,090.00
DJs, Bouncy Castles and the like (expense) £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
LC Direct Wages £1,917.62 £23,011.44 £29,890.76
Total Cost of Sales £4,892.78 £58,713.36 £73,582.05

Gross Profit £3,579.11 £40,069.32 £48,196.35

Less Operating Expenses
Advertising & Marketing £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
DJ's bouncy castles, etc - events £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
LC Bar & Cleaning sundries £208.11 £2,497.32 £2,500.00
LC Bottled Gas £208.06 £2,496.72 £1,248.00
LC Cleaning £770.77 £9,249.24 £9,340.00
LC consulting £28.33 £339.96 £340.00
LC Equipment £89.43 £1,073.16 £1,500.00
LC Gas (Heating) £320.45 £3,845.40 £1,500.00
Electric -£1,271.83 -£15,261.96 £3,000.00
LC Intruder/ fire alarms £85.33 £1,023.96 £530.00
LC Landline telephone and Broadband £132.68 £1,592.16 £1,600.00
tv licence £0.00 £0.00 £200.00
LC Pension costs £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
LC Rates £0.00 £0.00 £9,000.00
LC Repairs & Maintenance £663.37 £7,960.44 £5,000.00
LC Trade waste £102.10 £1,225.20 £1,500.00
LC Water and Sewerage £132.83 £1,593.96 £2,000.00
Managers salary and NI £2,433.66 £29,203.92 £20,500.00
PAYE Payable £479.24 £5,750.88 £5,300.00
Printing & Stationery £0.00 £0.00 £30.00
Stocktaking Services £90.00 £1,080.00 £360.00
Total Operating Expenses £4,472.53 £53,670.36 £65,448.00

Net Profit -£893.42 -£13,601.04 -£17,251.65

Profit and Loss projection
Winwick Leisure Centre

Average monthly figures to 30th September 2020

Appendix 1 - Annex A
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as per oct 
meeting

Balanced at 
maintained precept

oct meeting less 
activities survey as per oct meeting

30/09/2020 Maintained with 
no balancing 0% increase 17.5% increase 31% increase

Income Maintained 
(old base)

Maintained 
(new base) 17.50% 31%

Precept £112,150.00 £112,150.00 £112,150.00 £112,150.00 £131,776.25 £146,916.50 Precept per household £64.94 £65.20 £76.61 £85.42
Total Income £112,150.00 £112,150.00 £112,150.00 £112,150.00 £131,776.25 £146,916.50 Per household uplift £0.00 £0.26 £11.67 £20.48

Precept (total at new base) £111,695.00 £112,150.00 £131,776.25 £146,916.50

Less Operating Expenses
Administration expenses £24.04 £288.48 £300.00 £250.00 £300.00 £300.00
Alarms £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00
key holding £900.00 £900.00 £900.00 £900.00
external audit fee £650.00 £650.00 £650.00 £650.00
internal audit fee £1,150.00 £1,150.00 £1,150.00 £1,150.00
Professional fees £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
insurance £2,400.00 £2,400.00 £2,400.00 £2,400.00
Subscriptions £26.41 £316.92 £330.00 £330.00 £330.00 £330.00
Signage £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Training £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Election expenses £5,000.00 £5,000.00 £5,000.00 £5,000.00
Grass cutting £770.37 £3,081.48 £3,100.00 £3,100.00 £3,100.00 £3,100.00
Christmas tree £250.00 £250.00 £250.00 £250.00
Bus shelters £100.00 £100.00 £100.00 £100.00
Bank Fees £109.50 £1,314.00 £1,500.00 £1,500.00 £1,500.00 £1,500.00
Clerk's salary £514.32 £6,171.84 £6,500.00 £6,500.00 £6,500.00 £6,500.00
pensions £193.98 £2,327.76 £9,045.00 £9,045.00 £9,045.00 £9,045.00
Grounds Maintenance £162.50 £1,950.00 £2,000.00 £2,000.00 £2,000.00 £2,000.00
Flower pots £0.00 £0.00 £900.00 £900.00 £900.00 £900.00
Legal / Licencing Expenses £188.33 £2,259.96 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00
Litter Pick Costs (Shared) £1,040.58 £12,486.96 £12,500.00 £0.00 £12,500.00 £12,500.00
Litter picker vehicle £1,024.00 £4,096.00 £4,100.00 £0.00 £4,100.00 £4,100.00
Loan charges £673.27 £8,079.24 £8,100.00 £8,100.00 £8,100.00 £8,100.00
PAYE Payable £973.01 £11,676.12 £12,000.00 £12,000.00 £12,000.00 £12,000.00
Payroll £124.70 £1,496.40 £1,500.00 £1,500.00 £1,500.00 £1,500.00
Play equipment maintenance £124.75 £1,497.00 £2,000.00 £1,500.00 £2,000.00 £2,000.00
RFO Salary £2,173.71 £26,084.52 £26,100.00 £26,100.00 £26,100.00 £26,100.00
Traffic management £0.00 £0.00 £2,000.00 £0.00 £2,000.00 £2,000.00
Peel Hall £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £7,000.00 £7,000.00 £7,000.00 £7,000.00
Special projects - activities survey £0.00 £0.00 £15,000.00 £0.00 £0.00 £15,000.00
Swan green, winwick park, radley comm £168.33 £2,019.96 £2,600.00 £2,600.00 £2,600.00 £2,600.00
Total Operating Expenses £9,291.80 £86,146.64 £129,025.00 £94,875.00 £114,025.00 £129,025.00

£102,858.20 £26,003.36 -£16,875.00 £17,275.00 £17,751.25 £17,891.50

Leisure Centre support provisional figure £17,251.00 £17,251.00 £17,251.00 £17,251.00

Balance -£34,126.00 £24.00 £500.25 £640.50

Winwick Parish Projections
Winwick Parish Council

Average monthly figures to 30th September 2020

Appendix 1 - Annex B
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WINWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
LOCAL AUDIT AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 2014 

Paragraph 8 of Schedule 7 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Paragraph 8 of Schedule 7 to the Local 
Audit and Accountability Act 2014, that a virtual meeting of Winwick Parish Council, 
livestreamed on You Tube, is due to be held at 7.30pm, on Thursday, 17 December 
2020, in accordance with Paragraph 5(5) of Schedule 7 to the Act.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to consider a local auditor’s recommendation provided under 
Paragraph 2(1) of Schedule 7 to the Act. 

The recommendation to be considered is as follows:- 

The smaller authority should submit the approved Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return or Certificate of Exemption (if appropriate) for the 
year ended 31 March 2020 for our review within 7 days of the public 
meeting required as a result of this recommendation. 

At the meeting the Council will decide if the recommendation is to be accepted, and 
what, if any, action to take in response to it. 

NOTES: 

(1) Reference to ‘the smaller authority’ in the recommendation above is to be taken
as a reference to Winwick Parish Council.

(2) Reference to the ‘local auditor’ is to be taken as a reference to PKF Littlejohn
LLP.

(3) Details of the link to the You Tube livestream for the meeting will be provided in
the Agenda, a copy of which will be available on the Council’s website.

Julian Joinson 
Clerk to Winwick Parish Council 

9 December 2020 

Appendix 2
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WINWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE 

1. Date of announcement:____Thursday 27 August 2020______________

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The
unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed
auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the
financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and
other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by
application to:

____Ms Clare Jones, Operations and Finance Officer___________ 
____Winwick Leisure Centre, Myddleton Lane_________________ 
____Winwick, Warrington,  WA2 8LQ ________________________ 

commencing on  __Friday 28 August 2020 _______________________ 

and ending on  ___ Friday 9 October 2020________________________ 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller
authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the 
above dates only. 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s
Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
15 Westferry Circus 
Canary Wharf 
London E14 4HD 
(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com) 

5. This announcement is made by  _Clare Jones, Operations and Finance Officer_______

Appendix 3
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to 
smaller authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. 
The Act and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and 
rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being 
audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and 
related documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you 
can also ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for 
exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its 
running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights 
through their council tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and 
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. 
You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the 
accounts, or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents 
unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act 
explains what is meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by 
commercial confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it 
was released to the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest 
why it should nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. Under the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020 there is no requirement for a common period of inspection during which all smaller 
authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect for the 2019/20 accounts. The advertisement 
must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights, how you can communicate to the 
smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting records and related documents, the name 
and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and 
objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting 
records that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the 
external auditor about the accounting records.  

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 
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advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. 
To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now 
you may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or 
there are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government 
elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account 
is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or 
why you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external 
auditor with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending 
does not make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you 
want to make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy 
to the smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

• confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
• why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
• details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
• details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external 
auditor to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the 
auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the 
objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if 
they think that it is frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal 
to the courts against an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of 
account is unlawful, you will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights 
and the special powers of auditors, copies of 
the publication Local authority accounts: A 
guide to your rights are available from the NAO 
website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20 Part 3 Page 6 of 6 

 

Section 3 – External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20 

In respect of Winwick Parish Council – CH0219 
 

 
1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor 
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a 
sound system of internal control.  The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as 

external auditors. 
Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance 
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note 
below).  Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK 
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do. 
 
2 External auditor report 2019/20 

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20 
We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the 
year ended 31 March 2020 
interim report ‘yes’/interim report date and initial (AJS) interim report ‘yes’/interim report date and initial (AJS) 

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), 
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation on 30 November 2020, the statutory deadline for 
reporting, hence we have not been able to complete our review work.  Once we have completed our review a final report will be 
provided with the certificate of completion detailing any qualifications and ‘other’ matters.   
 
An invoice for the standard annual review fee (and chaser letter charges where they apply) has been issued with this interim certificate; 
however, this interim invoice does not fall due for payment until we certify completion and issue our final report and certificate.  Should 
we receive challenge correspondence before we have certified completion, any additional fees arising from additional work required as 
a result of that correspondence will be invoiced with the certificate of completion; where no additional fees apply a zero invoice will be 
issued on completion.  Both the interim and final invoices do not fall due for payment until we issue our final invoice with the certificate 
of completion. 

 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 

Please see above. 
 
 

 We do not certify completion because: 
 

We only received the AGAR and supporting documentation on the statutory deadline for reporting of 30 November 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews for 2019/20 in Auditor 
Guidance Note AGN/02.  The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk) 

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP 
 

External Auditor Name 
 

External Auditor Signature 
 30/11/2020 

 
Date 
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Cummulative fund balance

2019/20 2018/19
Balance b/f £6,246.78 £4,551.00
Add total income £314,728.50 £306,202.77

£320,975.28 £310,753.77
less total expenditure £304,545.65 £304,506.99
Balance c/f £16,429.63 £6,246.78

Current Assets 2019/20 2018/19
Bar Stock £2,525.83 £3,912.39
Debtors £19,113.20 £7,826.15
Prepayments £726.43 £158.40
Cash at Bank £7,150.72 £13,596.07
Cash in hand £1,120.00 £5,514.35
Total Assets £30,636.18 £31,007.36

Current Liabilities 2019/20 2018/19
Creditors £14,131.26 £21,320.12
Accruals £10.26 £3,439.89
Credit card £65.03 £0.00
Total Liabilities £14,206.55 £24,760.01

Balance £16,429.63 £6,247.35
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